
STATEMENT AND CALL TO ACTION RE: 

H.4415 

Sign the petition. 

 

In February 2020 H.897, a Bill Relative to Forest Protection and H.853, An Act to 

Assure the Attainment of Greenhouse Gas Emissions Goals of the Alternative 

Portfolio Standard, were combined with 2 other forest related bills into H.4415, An 

Act to Study Forest Management Practices. Read the bill. 

 

H.4415 was reported favorably out of the Joint Committee on Environment, Natural 

Resources and Agriculture. The bill is now in the Rules Committee of each chamber. 

 

H.4415 will need to be shepherded through the Legislature by July 2020 and 

committee appointments will need to be made by the Governor, an often much 

delayed process, when we can afford no more delays. In addition, there are concerns 

regarding a potential lack of balanced perspective in the makeup of the committee. 

 

Given the Covid-19 Pandemic, it seems unlikely that this legislation will pass by the 

July deadline, or that the committee will be appointed and able to meet its obligations 

within the parameters set by the bill. 

 

The WENDELL STATE FOREST ALLIANCE regrets that the severity of the 

ongoing Climate Emergency has not impacted our Legislators enough to have moved 

H.897 and H.853 forward with the critical urgency our situation requires. The 

appointment of a “special legislative committee” to study management practices 

within the Department of Conservation and Recreation and the Division of Fisheries 

and Wildlife is far too little, far too late and is like rearranging the chairs on the 

Titanic. Read more. 

 



The Global Warming Solutions Act of 2008 required these agencies to engage in 

practices to mitigate carbon emissions, yet both continue to contract commercial 

logging on our public lands and Wildlife Management areas, releasing untold amounts 

of carbon into the atmosphere and reducing or in some cases eliminating, the carbon 

sequestration function of these lands and damaging habitats and the biodiversity of 

our forests. 

 

There is increasing peer-reviewed science favoring Proforestation, leaving forests 

undisturbed, as the best and most economical means to capture and store carbon, 

protect forest biodiversity and significantly contribute to mitigation of the Climate 

Emergency. 

There is also abundant scientific evidence that burning forest biomass for fuel cannot 

be regarded as a green alternative to fossil fuels. 

 

Although often claimed to be “carbon neutral,” energy production from forest biomass 

actually releases more carbon dioxide per unit of electrical power than fossil fuels, 

and also produces large amounts of particulate pollution with serious negative effects 

on public health. Neither is this energy source “sustainable.” Although trees will 

eventually grow back, it takes decades for them to do so, far longer than the time we 

have, according to the UN’s IPCC and the rest of the climate science community. 

 

The Climate Emergency is a global pandemic. The benefit that intact forests offer the 

Commonwealth must not be set aside for business as usual. There is no mandate to log 

our State lands. In Massachusetts, we are losing over 13 acres of forest/day to 

development. 

 

A MORATORIUM on the commercial logging of State lands is the only immediate 

solution to preserving the life-sustaining benefits of intact forests. We can not wait for 

more study results and then undo the damage: logged trees can not be put back in 

place. Keeping our forests intact must be determined to be the most beneficial use of 

our State lands. 

 



Governor Baker can issue this necessary MORATORIUM today. Please call and 

email Governor Baker (617-725-4005, constituent.services@state.ma.us) and demand 

that he honor the thousands of petition signatures calling for an immediate 

MORATORIUM on the commercial logging of our State owned lands. Sign the 

MORATORIUM Petition here: https://sign.moveon.org/petitions/moratorium-on-

logging-1. 

 

Governor Baker owns the destruction which is now taking place in our public forests 

under his watch, and it is his responsibility to stop this destruction immediately. A 

MORATORIUM will do just that. 

 


